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THE RISE OF NATIONALISM IN EUROPE 

Question 1. 

How did nationalism develop through culture in Europe? Explain.  

Or 

Describe the role of culture in shaping the feelings of nationalism in Europe from 

1830 to the end of 19th century. 

Answer: 

Culture, music, dance and religion played an important role in the growth of 

nationalism. 

(i) Culture. Role of culture was important in creating the idea of the nation. Art, 

poetry, music etc. helped in developing and expressing nationalist feelings. 

Romanticism was a cultural movement that led to the development of nationalist 

sentiment. Romantic artists and poets criticized the glorification of reason and 

science and instead focussed on emotions and intuition. 

(ii) Language. Language too played an important role in developing nationalist 

sentiments. After Russian occupation, the Polish language was forced out of 

schools and Russian language was imposed everywhere. In 1831, an armed 

rebellion against Russian rule took place which was ultimately crushed. Following 

this, many members of the clergy in Poland began to use language as a weapon 

of national resistance. 

(iii) Music and Dance. Romantics such as the German philosopher Herder claimed 

that true German culture was to be discovered among the common people —das 

volk. It was through folk songs, folk poetry and folk dances that the true spirit of 

the nation was popularised. 
 



Question 2. 

How had the female figures become an allegory of the nation during nineteenth 

century in Europe? Analyse. 

Answer: 

Artists in the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries portrayed nations as female 

figures. The female form, that was chosen to personify the nation, did not stand 

for any particular woman in real life. Rather it sought to give the abstract idea of 

the nation in concrete form. That is, the female figure became the allegory of the 

nation. 

In France, she was named Marianne —a popular Christian name and in Germany, 

Germania. Germania wears a crown of oak leaves as the German oak stands for 

heroism. The characteristics of Marianne were drawn from those of Liberty and 

Republic —the red cap, the tricolour and cockade. 
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